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OOuurr    
VViissiioonn  

 

St. Martin de Porres Parish School 
Community comprises a welcoming 
partnership of students, their families & 
school staff seeking to faithfully live 
the teachings of Jesus Christ in the 
Catholic tradition. 
 
We encourage each member to strive for 
excellence, celebrate the diversity of 
background, develop attitudes of life 
long learning & become active citizens 
responsive to the emerging challenges of 
our community, our nation & our 
planet.  
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CCOOMMMMIITTMMEENNTT    TTOO    RREECCOONNCCIILLIIAATTIIOONN    WWIITTHH    OOUURR    

FFIIRRSSTT  NNAATTIIOONNSS  PPEEOOPPLLEESS  
WWee  aacckknnoowwlleeddggee  tthhee  TTrraaddiittiioonnaall  CCuussttooddiiaannss  wwhhoo  hhaavvee  wwaallkkeedd  uuppoonn  aanndd  ccaarreedd  ffoorr  tthhiiss  llaanndd  ffoorr  
tthhoouussaannddss  ooff  yyeeaarrss..  
  

WWee  ppaarrttiiccuullaarrllyy  hhoonnoouurr  &&  aacckknnoowwlleeddggee  tthhee  WWuurrrruunnddjjeerrii  WWooii  wwuurrrruunngg  aanndd  BBoooonn  wwuurrrruunngg  clans and 
language groups of the Kulin Nation that were the custodians of the Greater Melbourne area for 
thousands of years before European settlement.  
  

WWee  aallssoo  aacckknnoowwlleeddggee  tthhee  ccoonnttiinnuueedd  ddeeeepp  ssppiirriittuuaall  aattttaacchhmmeenntt  aanndd  rreellaattiioonnsshhiipp  ooff  AAbboorriiggiinnaall  aanndd  
TToorrrreess  ssttrraaiitt  IIssllaannddeerr  ppeeoopplleess  ttoo  tthhiiss  ccoouunnttrryy  aanndd  ccoommmmiitt  oouurrsseellvveess  ttoo  tthhee  oonn--ggooiinngg  jjoouurrnneeyy  ooff  
RReeccoonncciilliiaattiioonn.. 

  

  

CCOOMMMMIITTMMEENNTT    TTOO    DDEEMMOOCCRRAATTIICC    PPRRIINNCCIIPPLLEESS  
IInn  bbeeiinngg  aa  rreeggiisstteerreedd  sscchhooooll  iinn  VViiccttoorriiaa,,  tthhee  VViiccttoorriiaann  RReeggiissttrraattiioonn  &&  QQuuaalliiffiiccaattiioonnss  AAuutthhoorriittyy  rreeqquuiirreess  
aallll  pprrooggrraammss  ooff,,  aanndd  tteeaacchhiinngg  iinn,,  aa  sscchhooooll  ttoo  pprroommoottee  tthhee  pprriinncciipplleess  aanndd  pprraaccttiicceess  ooff  AAuussttrraalliiaann  
ddeemmooccrraaccyy..  
  

SStt..  MMaarrttiinn  ddee  PPoorrrreess  SScchhooooll  tthheerreeffoorree  aaffffiirrmmss  iittss  ccoommmmiittmmeenntt  ttoo  ::  
  

••  eelleecctteedd  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt,,  tthhee  rruullee  ooff  llaaww,,  eeqquuaall  rriigghhttss  ffoorr  aallll  bbeeffoorree  tthhee  llaaww,,  ffrreeeeddoomm  ooff  rreelliiggiioonn,,  
ffrreeeeddoomm  ooff  ssppeeeecchh  aanndd  aassssoocciiaattiioonn  aanndd  tthhee  vvaalluueess  ooff  ooppeennnneessss  aanndd  ttoolleerraannccee..  

  

  

CCOOMMMMIITTMMEENNTT    TTOO    VVAALLUUEESS    FFOORR    AAUUSSTTRRAALLIIAANN  SSCCHHOOOOLLIINNGG  
SStt..  MMaarrttiinn  ddee  PPoorrrreess  SScchhooooll  aallssoo  aaffffiirrmmss  iittss  ccoommmmiittmmeenntt  ttoo  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  vvaalluueess  ::  
  

♦♦  CCaarree  aanndd  CCoommppaassssiioonn,,  DDooiinngg  YYoouurr  BBeesstt,,  FFaaiirr  GGoo,,  FFrreeeeddoomm,,  IInntteeggrriittyy,,  RReessppeecctt,,  RReessppoonnssiibbiilliittyy  
aanndd  UUnnddeerrssttaannddiinngg,,  TToolleerraannccee  aanndd  IInncclluussiioonn..  

  
  

CCOOMMMMIITTMMEENNTT    TTOO    CCHHIILLDD    SSAAFFEETTYY    SSTTAANNDDAARRDDSS  
‘‘TThhee  ccaatthhoolliicc  sscchhooooll  sseettss  oouutt  ttoo  bbee  aa  sscchhooooll  ffoorr  tthhee  hhuummaann  ppeerrssoonn  aanndd  ooff  hhuummaann  ppeerrssoonnss..  TThhee  ppeerrssoonn  
ooff  eeaacchh  iinnddiivviidduuaall  hhuummaann  bbeeiinngg,,  iinn  hhiiss  oorr  hheerr  mmaatteerriiaall  aanndd  ssppiirriittuuaall  nneeeeddss,,  iiss  aatt  tthhee  hheeaarrtt  ooff  CChhrriisstt’’ss  
tteeaacchhiinngg::  tthhaatt  iiss  wwhhyy  tthhee  pprroommoottiioonn  ooff  tthhee  hhuummaann  ppeerrssoonn  iiss  tthhee  ggooaall  ooff  tthhee  ccaatthhoolliicc  sscchhooooll..’’  
  

((CCoonnggrreeggaattiioonn  ffoorr  CCaatthhoolliicc  EEdduuccaattiioonn  ((CCCCEE))  11999977,,  ppaarr..  99))  
  

TThhee  CCaatthhoolliicc  EEdduuccaattiioonn  CCoommmmiissssiioonn  VViiccttoorriiaa  ((CCEECCVV))  hhoollddss  tthhee  ccaarree,,  ssaaffeettyy  aanndd  wweellllbbeeiinngg  ooff  cchhiillddrreenn  
aanndd  yyoouunngg  ppeeooppllee  aass  aa  cceennttrraall  aanndd  ffuunnddaammeennttaall  rreessppoonnssiibbiilliittyy  ooff  CCaatthhoolliicc  EEdduuccaattiioonn..  TThhee  
ccoommmmiittmmeenntt  iiss  ddrraawwnn  ffrroomm,,  aanndd  iinnhheerreenntt  ttoo,,  tthhee  tteeaacchhiinngg  aanndd  mmiissssiioonn  ooff  JJeessuuss  CChhrriisstt,,  wwiitthh  lloovvee,,  
jjuussttiiccee  aanndd  tthhee  ssaannccttiittyy  ooff  eeaacchh  ppeerrssoonn  aatt  tthhee  hheeaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  GGoossppeell..  
  

SStt..  MMaarrttiinn  ddee  PPoorrrreess  PPaarriisshh  SScchhooooll  ffuullllyy  ssuuppppoorrttss  tthhee  tteenneettss  ooff  tthhee  aabboovvee  ssttaatteemmeennttss  ooff  tthhee  CCCCEE  aanndd  
CCEECCVV  aanndd  aacccceeppttss  iittss  rreessppoonnssiibbiilliittyy  ttoo  eemmbbeedd  aa  ssaaffee  aanndd  nnuurrttuurriinngg  ccuullttuurree  aanndd  ttoo  eennssuurree  tthhaatt  ppoolliicciieess  
aanndd  pprroocceedduurreess  ddeemmoonnssttrraattee  zzeerroo  ttoolleerraannccee  ooff  cchhiilldd  aabbuussee  aanndd  nneegglleecctt  iinn  tthhee  sscchhooooll..  
  
  
  

SSttaannddaarrdd  11  ––    TThhaatt  aa  ccuullttuurraallllyy  ssaaffee  eennvviirroonnmmeenntt  iiss  eessttaabblliisshheedd  iinn  wwhhiicchh  tthhee  ddiivveerrssee  aanndd  uunniiqquuee  iiddeennttiittiieess  aanndd      eexxppeerriieenncceess  ooff  
AAbboorriiggiinnaall  cchhiillddrreenn  aanndd  yyoouunngg  ppeeooppllee  aarree  rreessppeecctteedd  aanndd  vvaalluueedd  

  

SSttaannddaarrdd  22  ––      TThhaatt  Child safety and wellbeing is embedded in the leadership of St. Martin’s, its governance and culture  
  

SSttaannddaarrdd  33  ––    TThhaatt  cchildren and young people are empowered about their rights, participate in decisions affecting them and 
are taken seriously  

  

SSttaannddaarrdd  44  ––      TThhaatt  ffaammiilliieess  aanndd  ccoommmmuunniittiieess  aarree  iinnffoorrmmeedd  aanndd  iinnvvoollvveedd  iinn  pprroommoottiinngg  cchhiilldd  ssaaffeettyy  aanndd  wweellllbbeeiinngg  
  

SSttaannddaarrdd  55  ––      TThhaatt  eeqquuiittyy  iiss  upheld and diverse needs is respected in policy and practice  
  

SSttaannddaarrdd  66  ––    TThhaatt  ppeople working with children and young people are suitable and supported to reflect child safety and 
wellbeing values in practice  

  

SSttaannddaarrdd  77  ––      TThhaatt  pprroocceesssseess  ffoorr  ccoommppllaaiinnttss  aanndd  ccoonncceerrnnss  aarree  cchhiilldd  ffooccuusseedd  
  

SSttaannddaarrdd  88  ––      TThhaatt  sstaff and volunteers are equipped with the knowledge, skills and awareness to keep children and young 
people safe through ongoing education and training  

  

SSttaannddaarrdd  99  ––      TThhaatt  pphhyyssiiccaall  aanndd  oonnlliinnee  eennvviirroonnmmeennttss  pprroommoottee  ssaaffeettyy  aanndd  wweellllbbeeiinngg  wwhhiillee  mmiinniimmiissiinngg  tthhee  ooppppoorrttuunniittyy  ffoorr  
cchhiillddrreenn  aanndd  yyoouunngg  ppeeooppllee  ttoo  bbee  hhaarrmmeedd  

  

SSttaannddaarrdd  1100  ––  TThhaatt  iimmpplleemmeennttaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  CChhiilldd  SSaaffee  SSttaannddaarrddss  iiss  rreegguullaarrllyy  rreevviieewweedd  aanndd  iimmpprroovveedd  
  

SSttaannddaarrdd  1111  ––  TThhaatt  ppoolliicciieess  aanndd  pprroocceedduurreess  ddooccuummeenntt  hhooww  SStt..  MMaarrttiinn’’ss  iiss  ssaaffee  ffoorr  cchhiillddrreenn  aanndd  yyoouunngg  ppeeooppllee  
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PARENT INVOLVEMENT, ENGAGEMENT, PARTNERSHIP 
Parents are the prime educators of their children & as such have a perfect right & 

responsibility to be considered partners in the education of their children at St. Martin de Porres. 
 

It is very clear also from much international research, that the more engaged parents 
are in their children’s education, the more enhanced will be their child’s learning. 

 

 It is also clear that we start together by building a foundation with new parents - where 
parents receive & gather knowledge, develop confidence which invites further contact with the school 
community and development of a two way commitment (parents & school) to relationship building. 
This naturally leads to the development of involvement - where there is information sharing, 
explaining, clarifying & school initiated establishment of appropriate structures & processes which 
encourage parent activity in the school. The next step is engagement - where the relationship 
between school and parent is encouraged to evolve so that parents feel comfortable having 
conversations with each other, with school leadership, staff, where they listen & are listened to & 
where parents feel empowered to initiate activity within the school. The final stage of parents’ 
engagement in a school is one of partnership – where parent action is more strategic, embedded in 
school development processes & school life, where interaction is collaborative & where authentic 
shared responsibility is practised. This final step is a great challenge for school communities. 
 

  It is not just parents helping in the classroom which improves student learning – students 
seeing or knowing that their parents are involved helping in the Library, on excursions, incursions, 
as guest speakers, as helpers or assistants, on the School Advisory Board, as a member of the 
Parents & Friends, organising social or fund raising activities – all of these send a message to our 
children that the school is important, that helping is important, that learning is important. 
 

 This importance is noted by our Catholic feeder secondary schools too - they list parent 
participation in the life of their catholic parish & their catholic primary school as a determining factor 
for students & their families being accepted into their Catholic secondary school. 

 Two major structures which develop the partnership between parent and school are : 

a) PARISH  SCHOOL  EDUCATION  ADVISORY BOARD 
 

Function :    To support and assist the Parish Priest, Principal and School Staff in fostering the  
                    Catholic identity of St. Martin de Porres in the formation of education. 
 

Members are: 
 

Fr.  Nhan Le                             (Parish  Priest) Mark  Williams         (Principal) 
Rodney  Bryar                              (Staff  Rep.) Gabriel  Veliz           (Parent Rep.  2020-2022) 
John Bonacci           (Parent Rep.  2021-2023) Daniel Yong             (Parent Rep.  2022-2024) 
Cheryl Leong Kelly  (Parent Rep.  2021-2023) Alberto Balbo           (Parent Rep.  2022-2024) 
Andrea Tsiavos       (Parent  Rep. 2021-2023) 
Noel Redfern            (Parish Rep. 2022-2024) 

TBA                          (Parent Rep.  2020-2022) 
 

 

b) ST. MARTIN’S  PARENTS  & FRIENDS  ASSOCIATION (P & F) 
 

 

Function : To provide social opportunities to the school community & to provide financial 
support to St. Martin de Porres Parish school. 

 

Executive  2022 : 
 

  Committee  Members : 

President :         Liz Campbell Everyone else!  
Vice Pres.           Natalie Panczuk   
Secretary :          Nicole Gordon   
Ass. Secr.           Maria Moretti   
Treasurer :         Kelly Bertoncello   
Ass.  Treas. :      Belinda Attard   
Tuckshop    :      Kelly Bertoncello    
                          Helen Pham    
                          Natalie Panczuk    
                          Brandii Gigliotti    
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SCHOOL  PROFILE 
SStt  MMaarrttiinn  ddee  PPoorrrreess  PPaarriisshh  SScchhooooll  iiss  ssiittuuaatteedd  iinn  the north–western  ssuubbuurrbb  ooff  AAvvoonnddaallee  

HHeeiigghhttss,,  aapppprrooxxiimmaatteellyy  1111  kkiilloommeettrreess  ffrroomm  MMeellbboouurrnnee..  
  

TThhee  sscchhooooll  ooppeenneedd  iinn  11996655,,  FFaatthheerr  OO’’KKeeeeffee  hhaavviinngg  aapppprrooaacchheedd  tthhee  RReessuurrrreeccttiioonn  SSiisstteerrss  ttoo  
ssttaaffff  iitt..  TThhee  ffiirrsstt  llaayy  pprriinncciippaall  wwaass  aappppooiinntteedd  iinn  11997788..    IInn  11999944  aa  mmeemmbbeerr  ooff  tthhee  AAuugguussttiinniiaann  SSiisstteerrss,,  
wwhhoo  rreessiiddeedd  iinn  tthhee  ppaarriisshh,,  wwaass  aappppooiinntteedd  ttoo  tthhee  sscchhooooll..  
  

TThhee  pphhyyssiiccaall  ssuurrrroouunnddss  ooff  tthhee  SScchhooooll  hhaass  bbeeeenn  rree--ddeevveellooppeedd  oovveerr  ttiimmee  ::    
  

♦♦  TThhee  mmaaiinn  bblloocckk  ooff  ccllaassssrroooommss  wwaass  rreeffuurrbbiisshheedd  iinn  11999977,,  22002211  &&  22002222..    
♦♦  TThhrreeee  ppoorrttaabbllee  ccllaassssrroooommss  wweerree  ddeemmoolliisshheedd  aanndd  aa  nneeww  lliibbrraarryy//rreessoouurrccee  aarreeaa  bbuuiilltt  iinn  llaattee  22000033..  
♦♦  WWiitthh  FFeeddeerraall  ssttiimmuulluuss  ffuunnddiinngg  iinn  22001100,,  mmaajjoorr  bbuuiillddiinngg  aanndd  ppllaayyggrroouunndd  rree--ddeevveellooppmmeenntt  wwaass  

ccoommpplleetteedd..  
♦♦  SSyynntthheettiicc  ttuurrff  ppiittcchheess  wweerree  iinnssttaalllleedd  iinn  22001122..  
♦♦  AA  nneeww,,  mmoorree  wweellccoommiinngg  AAddmmiinniissttrraattiioonn  bbuuiillddiinngg  wwaass  bbuuiilltt  iinn  22001144..  
♦♦  AA  KKiittcchheenn  CCllaassssrroooomm  //  TTuucckksshhoopp  wwaass  ddeevveellooppeedd  bbyy  tthhee  PP  &&  FF  AAssssoocciiaattiioonn  iinn  22001166..  
♦♦  RRee--ssttrruuccttuurree  ooff  LLiibbrraarryy//RReessoouurrccee  aarreeaass  iinn  22001166..  
♦♦  TThhee  SScchhooooll  HHaallll  wwaass  rreeffuurrbbiisshheedd  iinn  22001188  aanndd  nnooww  hhoouusseess  oouurr  OOuutt  ooff  SScchhooooll  HHoouurrss  ffaacciilliittyy  

ccoonnttrraacctteedd  ttoo  ‘‘CCoommmmuunniittyy  OOHHSSCC..’’  FFaammiillyy  sseerrvviicceess  iinncclluuddee  ‘‘BBeeffoorree  SScchhooooll’’,,  ‘‘AAfftteerr  SScchhooooll’’  aanndd  
‘‘VVaaccaattiioonn  CCaarree’’..  

♦♦  AAggaaiinn  wwiitthh  ffuunndd  rraaiissiinngg  pprroovviiddeedd  bbyy  tthhee  PP  &&  FF  AAssssoocciiaattiioonn,,  aa  nneeww  RReefflleeccttiivvee  GGaarrddeenn,,  sshhaaddeedd  ddeecckk  
aanndd  LLaabbyyrriinntthh  wwaass  ddeevveellooppeedd  ffoorr  ssttaaffff,,  ssttuuddeennttss,,  ppaarreennttss  aanndd  ppaarriisshhiioonneerrss’’  wweellll  bbeeiinngg  aanndd  
mmeeddiittaattiioonn  iinn  22002200..  AA  nneeww  mmiiddddllee  aanndd  sseenniioorr  sscchhooooll  AAddvveennttuurree  PPllaayyggrroouunndd  wwaass  aallssoo  ddeevveellooppeedd  
iinn  22002211..  

♦♦  AAddddiittiioonnaall  ‘‘OOuuttddoooorr  CCllaassssrroooomm’’  sshhaaddeedd  ssppaacceess  wweerree  ddeevveellooppeedd  iinn  AAuugguusstt  22002222..  
  

TThhee  sscchhooooll  uunnddeerrttaakkeess  PPeerrffoorrmmaannccee  RReevviieewwss  eevveerryy  ffoouurr  yyeeaarrss  aanndd  tthhee  rreeccoommmmeennddaattiioonnss  aarree  
rreefflleecctteedd  iinn  AAnnnnuuaall  AAccttiioonn  PPllaannss  ssuucccceessssffuullllyy  iimmpplleemmeenntteedd  eeaacchh  yyeeaarr..  TThhiiss  iinncclluuddeedd  tthhee  sscchhooooll  
ccoommmmuunniittyy’’ss  aarrttiiccuullaattiioonn  ooff  aa  rreenneewweedd  VViissiioonn  SSttaatteemmeenntt,,  aanndd  tthhee  ffoorrmmuullaattiioonn  ooff  aa  SScchhooooll  MMoottttoo,,  
““FFaaiitthh,,  DDiivveerrssiittyy,,  LLeeaarrnniinngg””..  IItt  sshhoouulldd  bbee  nnootteedd  tthhaatt  tthhee  SScchhooooll  NNAAPPLLAANN  rreessuullttss  ccoonnssiisstteennttllyy  ppllaaccee  tthhee  
SScchhooooll  aass  aacchhiieevviinngg  99%%  oorr  bbeetttteerr  tthhaann  tthhee  SSttaattee  aavveerraaggee..  
  

AAss  aatt  FFeebbrruuaarryy  22002233,,  tthhee  sscchhooooll  eessttiimmaatteess  aann  enrolment of 286 students from 205 families..  
8877..33%%  ooff  tthhee  ssttuuddeenntt  ppooppuullaattiioonn,,  ssppeeaakk  aa  llaanngguuaaggee  ootthheerr  tthhaann  EEnngglliisshh  iinn  tthhee  hhoommee..  TThhee  mmaaiinn  
llaanngguuaaggeess  ssppookkeenn  aarree  VViieettnnaammeessee  ((3311%%)),,  IIttaalliiaann  ((1144%%)),,  CChhiinneessee  ((CCaannttoonneessee  aanndd  MMaannddaarriinn  ––  66..33%%)),,  
SSppaanniisshh  ((66%%)),,  aanndd  CCrrooaattiiaann  ((55%%))..  9955%%  ooff  cchhiillddrreenn  ccoommee  ffrroomm  ttwwoo--ppaarreenntt  ffaammiilliieess  aanndd  7799%%  ooff  ffaammiilliieess  
iiddeennttiiffyy  aass  CCaatthhoolliicc,,  44%%  OOrrtthhooddooxx  aanndd  tthhee  rreemmaaiinnddeerr  lliisstteedd  aass  bbeeiinngg  eeiitthheerr  ‘‘nnoo  rreelliiggiioouuss  
ddeennoommiinnaattiioonn’’  oorr  ‘‘ootthheerr’’..  OOff  tthhee  220055  ffaammiilliieess,,  aapppprrooxxiimmaatteellyy  3300%%  lliivvee  oouuttssiiddee  tthhee  ppaarriisshh  bboouunnddaarriieess..  

  

STAFFING  PROFILE 
 

1 Principal 
15 classroom teachers 
7 specialists ~ Physical Education / LOTE - AUSLAN / Visual & Performing Arts / Literacy & Numeracy 
Intervention / Reading Recovery 
1 p/t Library Technician 
2 p/t Administrative Officers 
1 p/t Administrative Officer – Burser 
15 p/t Education Support Officers / Teacher Aides 
 

LEADERSHIP  TEAM 
 

Principal, Deputy Principal and Leader of Faith, Liturgy & Religious Education, Leaders of Literacy & 
Numeracy, Leader of Student Wellbeing and Leader of Advanced Learning. 
 

STUDENTS  &  THEIR  FAMILIES 
 

February 2023 estimated enrolment – 286 students, representing 205 families 
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LEARNING  &  TEACHING  POLICY  STATEMENT 
 

AAtt  SStt..  MMaarrttiinn  ddee  PPoorrrreess  pprriimmaarryy  sscchhooooll  wwee  aarree  ccoommmmiitttteedd  ttoo  aa  LLeeaarrnniinngg  aanndd  TTeeaacchhiinngg  ccyyccllee  
((sseeee  aattttaacchheedd))  wwee  hhaavvee  aaddaapptteedd  ffrroomm  WWiiggggiinnss  &&  MMccTTiigghhee’’ss  ‘‘BBaacckkwwaarrdd  DDeessiiggnn  MMooddeell’’  ((22000011))  
wwhhiicchh  iiddeennttiiffiieess  ddeessiirreedd  oouuttccoommeess,,  ddeessiiggnnss  eevviiddeennccee  ooff  ssuucccceessss&&  pprreeppaarreess  tthheessee  aass  lleeaarrnniinngg  
eexxppeerriieenncceess  &&  iinnssttrruuccttiioonn..  WWee  aarree  aallssoo  ccoommmmiitttteedd  ttoo  ccrreeaattiinngg  aanndd  iimmpplleemmeennttiinngg  eexxpplliicciitt,,  
ppeerrssoonnaalliisseedd,,  aauutthheennttiicc&&  ccoonntteemmppoorraarryy  lleeaarrnniinngg  ooppppoorrttuunniittiieess  wwhhiicchh  wwiillll  bbee  aasssseesssseedd,,  
eevvaalluuaatteedd&&  rreeppoorrtteedd  ttoo  ppaarreennttss..  
  
TThheessee  ooppppoorrttuunniittiieess  aarree  ttoo  bbee  ccrreeaatteedd  ccoollllaabboorraattiivveellyy  ttoo  eemmppoowweerr  sscchhooooll  ssttaaffff,,  ssttuuddeennttss,,  
ppaarreennttss  &&  ccoommmmuunniittyy  mmeemmbbeerrss  ttoo  eennggaaggee  iinn  tthhee  lleeaarrnniinngg  pprroocceessss..  
  
SSttuuddeennttss  wwiillll  eemmeerrggee  ffrroomm  SStt  MMaarrttiinn’’ss  aass  eennggaaggeedd,,  ssuucccceessssffuull,,  ddiivveerrsseellyy  sskkiilllleedd  tthhiinnkkeerrss  wwhhoo  
aarree  aallssoo  iinnddeeppeennddeenntt,,  ccoonnffiiddeenntt  aanndd  rreessiilliieenntt  cciittiizzeennss..    TThheeyy  wwiillll  bbee  rreeaaddyy  ttoo  iinntteerraacctt  wwiitthh,,  &&  
ccoonnttrriibbuuttee  ttoo,,  tthhee  llooccaall  &&  gglloobbaall  ccoommmmuunniittyy..    
  
WWee  aallssoo  bbeelliieevvee  tthhaatt  lleeaarrnniinngg  aanndd  tteeaacchhiinngg  wwiillll  bbee  mmoosstt  eeffffeeccttiivvee  wwhheenn  tthheerree  iiss  ::  

••  ppeerrssoonnaall  ggooaall  sseettttiinngg,,  bbaasseedd  oonn  eeaacchh  iinnddiiddvviiuuaall  nneeeeddss  ––  ttoo  eemmppoowweerr  aallll  aass  ccoo--
rreessppoonnssiibbllee  lleeaarrnneerrss;;  

••  rreefflleeccttiioonn  &&  ffeeeeddbbaacckk  ––  ttoo  ggiivvee  ddiirreeccttiioonn  aanndd  eennccoouurraaggee  ppeerrssoonnaall  ddeevveellooppmmeenntt;;  
••  ttiieerreedd  ssuucccceessss  ccrriitteerriiaa  aanndd  lleeaarrnniinngg  iinntteennttiioonnss  ttoo  ccaatteerr  ffoorr  iinnddiivviidduuaall  nneeeedd&&  ttoo  aallllooww  

lleeaarrnneerrss  ttoo  eexxppeerriieennccee  ssuucccceessss;;  
••  ddaattaa  ggaatthheerreedd  ttoo  iinnffoorrmm  tteeaacchhiinngg  &&  pprroovviiddee  eevviiddeennccee  ooff  lleeaarrnniinngg;;  
••  hhiigghheerr  oorrddeerr  tthhiinnkkiinngg  sskkiillllss  eemmbbeeddddeedd  ttoo  ddeevveelloopp  ccoonnnneeccttiioonnss  &&  ddeeeeppeerr  tthhiinnkkiinngg;;  
••  aaccccoouunnttaabbllee  ssttuuddeenntt  &&  tteeaacchheerr  ttaallkk  ––  hhooww  tthheeyy  ttaallkk  ttoo  &&  wwiitthh  eeaacchh  ootthheerr  ––  bbeeiinngg  

rreessppeeccttffuull,,  ffooccuusssseedd,,  llooggiiccaall,,  cclleeaarr  aanndd  pprreecciissee  iinn  oorrddeerr  ttoo  uunnddeerrssttaanndd,,  cchhaalllleennggee,,  bbuuiilldd  
uuppoonn  &&  rreeffiinnee  eeaacchh  ootthheerr’’ss  iiddeeaass;;  

••  ccoonnnneeccttiioonn  wwiitthh  tthhee  wwiiddeerr  ccoommmmuunniittyy  ––  ttoo  pprroovviiddee  eexxppeerrttiissee,,  ddeevveelloopp  ppaarrttnneerrsshhiippss  &&  
aacccceessss  ttoo  rreeaall  lliiffee  lleeaarrnniinngg;;  

••  ‘‘CCrriittiiccaall  &&  CCrreeaattiivvee  TThhiinnkkiinngg’’,,  ‘‘PPeerrssoonnaall  &&  SSoocciiaall  AAwwaarreenneessss’’,,  ‘‘IInntteerrccuullttuurraall&&  EEtthhiiccaall  
UUnnddeerrssttaannddiinngg’’  eemmbbeeddddeedd  iinn  lleeaarrnniinngg  eexxppeerriieenncceess;;  

••  ddiiggiittaall  &&  ddeessiiggnn  tteecchhnnoollooggiieess  uuttiilliizzeedd  iinn  lleeaarrnniinngg  ttaasskkss;;  
••  fflleexxiibbllee  &&  aaddaappttiivvee  lleeaarrnniinngg  ssppaacceess  aavvaaiillaabbllee..  
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Learning & Teaching Cycle 
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RELIGIOUS  EDUCATION 
Sacraments :  Children receive the Sacraments of Reconciliation in Year 3,  Eucharist in Year 4 

and Confirmation in Year 6.  

The program is “ppaarriisshh  bbaasseedd,,  sscchhooooll  ssuuppppoorrtteedd  aanndd  ffaammiillyy  ffooccuusssseedd””.. 

As ‘Course Requirements’, Year 3, 4 & 6 families are expected to attend specifically focussed 
parish masses leading up to each Sacrament and to substantially complete the associated 
sacramental booklet to show their child has the appropriate readiness to celebrate each particular 
sacrament.  
 

Sacrament  Preparation  2023 
 

** Year 3 Families - Sacrament of Reconciliation family preparations (TERM 1) : 
 

 

 Feb. 7 – Yr. 3 Parent & Student Reconciliation Workshop @ 7.00 pm 
 

 Feb. 13, 16 or 17 – Interviews with Fr. Nhan Le 
 

 February 18 or 19 – ‘Enrolment & Presentation’ Masses 
 

 March  4 or 5 – ‘Act of Contrition’ Masses  
..  

 March 21 – Sacrament of Penance (Reconciliation) at 10.15 am 
 

 March 25 or 26 – ‘Presentation of Certificates’ Masses 
  

** Year 4 Families - Sacrament of Eucharist family preparations (TERM 2) : 
 

 April 26 – Yr. 4 Parent & Student Eucharist Workshop @ 7.00 pm 
 

 April 29 or 30 – ‘Enrolment & Presentation’ Masses 
 

 May 1, 4, or 5 – Interviews with Fr. Nhan Le 
 

 May 13 or 14 – ‘Receive & Be’ Masses 
  

 May 20 or 21 – ‘Our Father’ Masses 
 

 May 27 or 28 – Sacrament of Eucharist 
 

 July 10 or 11 – ‘Presentation of Certificates’ Masses 
 

** Year 6 Families - Sacrament of Confirmation family preparations (TERM 3 & 4): 
 

 July 18 - Parent & Student Workshop Confirmation Workshop @ 7.00 pm 
 

 July 24, 27 or 28 – Inntteerrvviieewwss  wwiitthh  FFrr..  NNhhaann  LLee 
 

 July 29 or 30 - ‘Enrolment & Presentation’ Masses 
 

 August 19 or 20 – ‘The Creed’ Masses 
 

 September 9 or 10 – ‘Baptismal Promises’Masses 
 

 October 14 (Yr. 6 R & M) or 15 (Yr. 6 VK & M) – Sacrament of Confirmation 
 

 October 21 or 22 – ‘Presentation of Certificates’ Masses 
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Pastoral Care requires : 

• the fostering high quality interpersonal relationships between students, parents & school staff,  

• assisting students to develop self-discipline & a sense of personal & social responsibility, 

• the school’s provision of a comprehensive & inclusive curriculum, 

• the provision of coordinated & supportive organisational structures. 

 

School Discipline Policy 
 
School parents, students and staff need to recognise that everyone has fundamental freedoms, rights 
and responsibilities. Behaviour management and school rules are intended to promote good order 
and, as such, are positive concepts. They can also be viewed as aids to the fostering of self-discipline 
and responsibility, particularly for students as they progressively grow in their capacity to exercise 
moral judgement, democratic values and a concern for the common good. All members of the school 
community need to know that every action taken has a consequence. 
 
TThhiiss  wwiillll  bbee  aacchhiieevveedd  aass  wwee  ::  
 
• implement a formalised school-based and comprehensive Pastoral Care program which 

incorporates : 
 

 Child Safe practices; 
 

 positive behaviour management; 
 

 social and adaptability skilling; 
 

 zero tolerance of bullying; 
 

 zero tolerance of sexual harassment; 
 

 clear mandatory reporting processes; 
 

 Codes of Conduct compliance. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

PPAASSTTOORRAALL  CCAARREE  
 
Introduction 
 

St. Martin de Porres is committed to the total well-being of 
its school community, embracing students, parents & 
staff. 
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SSCCHHOOOOLL  OORRGGAANNIISSAATTIIOONN  
 

GOVERNANCE  ARRANGEMENTS 
    

FFrroomm  JJaannuuaarryy  22002211,,  tthhee  PPaarriisshh  PPrriieesstt  cceeaasseedd  ttoo  bbee  tthhee  lleeggaall  ‘‘JJuurriiddiicc  ppeerrssoonn’’  iinn  aallll  aassppeeccttss  ooff  sscchhooooll  
ddeecciissiioonn  mmaakkiinngg..  MMeellbboouurrnnee  AArrcchhddiioocceessaann  CCaatthhoolliicc  SScchhoooollss  LLttdd’’  ((MMAACCSS)),,  hhaass  ttaakkeenn  oovveerr  tthhiiss  rroollee  aass  
eemmppllooyyeerr  ffoorr  aallll  CCaatthhoolliicc  sscchhoooollss  iinn  MMeellbboouurrnnee..  SStt..  MMaarrttiinn  ddee  PPoorrrreess  PPaarreenntt  HHaannddbbooookk  ccoonnttaaiinnss  tthhee  
ffuunnccttiioonn  aanndd  mmeemmbbeerrsshhiipp  ooff  bbootthh  tthhee  SScchhooooll  AAddvviissoorryy  BBooaarrdd  aanndd  PPaarreennttss  &&  FFrriieennddss  AAssssoocciiaattiioonn..  
SScchhooooll  AAddvviissoorryy  BBooaarrdd  GGuuiiddeelliinneess  ccoonnttaaiinn  iinn  ddeettaaiill  tthhee  rroolleess  aanndd  rreessppoonnssiibbiilliittiieess  ooff  BBooaarrdd  mmeemmbbeerrss  
aanndd  tthhee  PPaarreenntt  &&  FFrriieennddss  AAssssoocciiaattiioonn  CCoonnssttiittuuttiioonn  ccoonnttaaiinnss  ddeettaaiilleedd  aarrttiiccuullaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  rroolleess  aanndd  
rreessppoonnssiibbiilliittiieess  ooff  iittss  mmeemmbbeerrsshhiipp..  TThhee  SScchhooooll  SSttaaffff  HHaannddbbooookk  ccoonnttaaiinnss  ddeettaaiilleedd  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  oonn  tthhee  
rroolleess  aanndd  dduuttiieess  ooff  aallll  sscchhooooll  ssttaaffff,,  iinncclluuddiinngg  tthhoossee  ssttaaffff  hhoollddiinngg  ppoossiittiioonnss  ooff  lleeaaddeerrsshhiipp  wwhhoo  
tthheerreeffoorree  aallssoo  ffoorrmm  tthhee  ‘‘LLeeaaddeerrsshhiipp  TTeeaamm’’  ffoorr  tthhee  sscchhooooll..    
  

          AAccccoouunnttaabbiilliittiieess  
  

FFrroomm  ::  TToo  ::  

SScchhooooll    PPrriinncciippaall  MMAACCSS  

DDeeppuuttyy    PPrriinncciippaall  MMAACCSS  &&  PPrriinncciippaall  

LL  &&  TT  LLeeaaddeerr    ooff    FFaaiitthh  &&  LLiittuurrggyy  MMAACCSS  &&    PPrriinncciippaall  

LL  &&  TT  LLeeaaddeerr    ooff    CCuurrrriiccuulluumm  MMAACCSS  &&    PPrriinncciippaall  

LL  &&  TT  LLeeaaddeerr    ooff    SSttuuddeenntt  WWeellllbbeeiinngg  MMAACCSS  &&    PPrriinncciippaall  

LL  &&  TT  LLeeaaddeerr    ooff    IICCTT  ((ee  LLeeaarrnniinngg))  MMAACCSS  &&    PPrriinncciippaall  

CCllaassssrroooomm    &&    ssppeecciiaalliisstt  tteeaacchheerrss  MMAACCSS  &&    PPrriinncciippaall  

EEdduuccaattiioonn    ssuuppppoorrtt    ssttaaffff  MMAACCSS  &&    PPrriinncciippaall  

SScchhooooll    AAddvviissoorryy    BBooaarrdd  MMAACCSS  &&    PPrriinncciippaall  

PPaarreenntt    &&    FFrriieennddss    AAssssoocciiaattiioonn  MMAACCSS  &&    PPrriinncciippaall  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

 

SCHOOL  IMPROVEMENT  ARRANGEMENTS 
  

A system-wide Framework was established for Catholic schools to develop their strategic 
direction every three to four years, reviewed on an annual basis and articulated as an annual action 
plan in identified education spheres : Education in Faith, Learning & Teaching, Leadership and 
Management, Student Wellbeing and School Community. 
  

Through cyclic, annual review and formal evaluation every three to four years, prioritized 
education outcomes are identified in each sphere, targets set, improvement strategies identified and 
on-going monitoring documented. This is formally reported to MACS and the school community. 
  

The Principal, in partnership with the Leadership Team (Deputy Principal and Team leaders of         
Liturgy & Faith, Religious Education, Literacy, Numeracy, Learning & Teaching, Student Wellbeing) 
monitors the development of the Action Plan through facilitation of regular planning and development 
on the four Staff Development Days held annually and via Professional Learning Team meetings 
held after normal school hours on a twice weekly basis.  
  

The Principal, Deputy Principal and Parish Priest meet with the parent members of the School           
Advisory Board on a monthly basis to review school policy, develop new policy initiatives, provide   
advice on current and future school development proposals and to ensure action continues within the 
School Community sphere of the Annual Action Plan. 
  

Towards the end of Term One each year, the Principal also provides the school and wider 
community with its annual performance report, distributed to all families via the school website and 
distributed to the Catholic Education Office Melbourne, for up-loading to the ‘MySchool’ web-site. 
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CLASS  GROUP  ARRANGEMENTS 
 

St. Martin de Porres School’s class groupings are arranged in composite structures where two year 
levels are blended together to form classes.  
 

There are at least two groupings of the same blend (e.g. 3 X 3/4). The strength of this strategy is 
that this automatically creates a team of at least two teachers planning the teaching and learning for 
each group of children. More efficient and effective planning occurs, and with two planners, a richer 
learning experience is created. 
 

12  CLASS  GROUPINGS  FOR  2023 : 2 X Preps.,  4 X Yr. 1/2s,  3 X 3/4s,  3 X 5/6s 
 

Some basic assumptions behind having composite classes : 
 

1. Composite classes allow us to create more flexible and balanced groupings of children when able 
to divide them 3 ways instead of 1 or 2 -  i.e. - if we had 'straight' classes. 
 

2. Due to this flexibility, we can cater more fully for the Catholics in this local area. If we had straight 
classes, we could only take multiples of 28 Preps each year – nothing in between (we currently take 
42 as a max. each year). We would have a total school enrolment of 210 students rather than our 
current enrolment of 299 students. 
 

3. In straight classes, the youngest will always be the youngest each year, restricting their 
opportunities for leadership & responsibility – in composites, everyone will be the oldest cohort in 
each class every second year – therefore more opportunities for leadership & responsibility. 
 

4. Students do not develop or learn the same via their age - all are different - the range of learning 
ability by age group is almost as diverse as it is in a composite format. Therefore, in a composite 
class you have students of different age, but same or similar stage of development working 
together........ 
 

PARENT  ARRANGEMENTS 
 

“INVOLVEMENT,  ENGAGEMENT,  PARTNERSHIP” 
 

Parents are the prime educators of their children & as such have a perfect right & 
responsibility to be considered partners in the education of their children at St. Martin de Porres. 

 

It is very clear also from much international research, that the more engaged parents are in 
their children’s education, the more enhanced will be their child’s learning. 

 

 It is also clear that we start together by building a foundation with new parents - where 
parents receive & gather knowledge, develop confidence which invites further contact with the school 
community and development of a two way commitment (parents & school) to relationship building. 
This naturally leads to the development of involvement - where there is information sharing, 
explaining, clarifying & school initiated establishment of appropriate structures & processes which 
encourage parent activity in the school. The next step is engagement - where the relationship 
between school and parent is encouraged to evolve so that parents feel comfortable having 
conversations with each other, with school leadership, staff, where they listen & are listened to & 
where parents feel empowered to initiate activity within the school. The final stage of parents’ 
engagement in a school is one of partnership – where parent action is more strategic, embedded in 
school development processes & school life, where interaction is collaborative & where authentic 
shared responsibility is practised. This final step is a great challenge for school communities. 
 

  It is not just parents helping in the classroom which improves student learning – students 
seeing or knowing that their parents are involved helping in the Library, on excursions, incursions, 
as guest speakers, as helpers or assistants, on the School Advisory Board, as a member of the 
Parents & Friends, organising social or fund raising activities – all of these send a message to our 
children that the school is important, that helping is important, that learning is important. 
 

 This importance is noted by our Catholic feeder secondary schools too - they list parent 
participation in the life of their catholic parish & their catholic primary school as a determining factor 
for students & their families being accepted into their Catholic secondary school. 
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VVIICCTTOORRIIAANN    CCUURRRRIICCUULLUUMM    AARREEAASS  
 

CURRICULUM  AREAS STRANDS FORMALLY 
ASSESSED 

The  following  Curriculum Areas & Strands need to be reported (as a minimum) on an annual basis 
 
 

Religious Education 
 

 

Knowledge & understanding 
Reasoning & responding 
Personal & communal engagement 
 

 

Prep. to Yr. 6 
Yr. 3 to Yr. 6 
Prep. to Yr. 6 

 
 

English 
 

 

Reading & Viewing 
Writing 
Speaking & Listening 

 

Prep. to Yr. 6 
Prep. to Yr. 6 
Prep. to Yr. 6 

 
 
 

Mathematics 
 

 

Number & Algebra 
Measurement & Geometry 
Statistics & Probability 

 

 

Prep. to Yr. 6 
Prep. to Yr. 6 
Prep. to Yr. 6 

 
 

Science 
 

 

Knowledge & Understanding 
Science Inquiry Skills 

 

 

Yr. 2 to Yr. 6 
 

The  following  Curriculum Areas & Strands need to be reported (as a minimum) on a bi-annual basis 
 
 
 

The Arts – 

Dance 
Drama 
Media Arts 
Music 
Visual Arts 
Communication Design 

 

Exploring & Express Ideas 
Arts Practices 
Present & Perform 
Respond & Interpret 
 

 

Prep. to Yr. 6 
Prep. to Yr. 6 
Prep. to Yr. 6 
Prep. to Yr. 6 

 

 
 

Health & Physical Education 

  

Movement & Physical Activity 
Personal, Social & Community Health 

 

 

Prep. to Yr. 6 
Yr. 3 to Yr. 6 

  
 
 
 

Languages Other Than English 
 

 

Communicating – socialising, informing, 
creating, translating, reflecting 
Understanding – systems, variation, change 
& role of language & culture 

 

 

Prep. to Yr. 6 
  

Yr. 3 to Yr. 6 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Humanities ~ 

 

 
Economics 
& Business 

 

Resource Allocation & Making Choices 
The Business Environment 
Consumer & Financial Literacy 
Work & Work Futures 
Enterprising Behaviours & Capabilities 
Reasoning & Interpretation 

 

 
 

Yr. 5 to Yr. 6 
 

 
Geography 

 

Geographical Concepts & Skills 
Geographical Knowledge 

 

 

Prep. to Yr. 6 
Prep. to Yr. 6 

 

 
History 

 

Historical Concepts & Skills 
Historical Knowledge 

 

 

 

Prep. to Yr. 6 
 

 
Civics & Citizenship 

 

 

Government & Democracy 
Law & Citizens 
Citizenship, Diversity & Identity 

 

 

 
Yr. 3 to Yr. 6 

 

 
 

Technologies 
 

Design & Technologies 
 

 

Technologies & Society 
Technologies’ Contexts 
Creating Designed Solutions 
 

 
 

Prep. to Yr. 6 
 

 

Digital Technologies 
 

 

Digital Systems 
Data & Information 
Creating Digital Solutions 
 

 
 

Prep. to Yr. 6 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

General 
Capabilities 

 
 
 
 

 

Critical & Creative Thinking 
 

Questions & Possibilities 
Reasoning 
Metacognition 
 

 
 

Prep. to Yr. 6 
 

 

Intercultural Understanding 
 

Cultural Practices 
Cultural Diversity 
 

 

Prep. to Yr. 6 
 

 

Ethical Capability 
 

Understanding Concepts 
Decision Making & Actions 
 

 

Prep. to Yr. 6 
 

 

Personal & Social Capability 
 

Self - Awareness & Management 
Social Awareness & Management 
 

 

Prep. to Yr. 6 
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CURRICULUM  STATEMENTS 
 
TThhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  ccuurrrriiccuulluumm  ssttaatteemmeennttss  ccoonnttaaiinn  tthhee  ccoorree  oorr  eesssseennccee  ooff  eeaacchh  lleeaarrnniinngg  
ddiimmeennssiioonn  ffoorr  VViiccttoorriiaann  sscchhoooollss,,  wwhhiicchh  aarree  ttoo  bbee  ddeevveellooppeedd  tthhrroouugghhoouutt  tthhee  sseevveenn  
yyeeaarrss  ooff  sscchhoooolliinngg  pprroovviiddeedd  aatt  SStt..  MMaarrttiinn  ddee  PPoorrrreess..  
  
RREELLIIGGIIOOUUSS  EEDDUUCCAATTIIOONN  
  

TThhee  tteeaacchhiinngg  &&  lleeaarrnniinngg  ooff  RReelliiggiioouuss  EEdduuccaattiioonn  iiss  aabboouutt  ssttuuddeennttss  ddeevveellooppiinngg  aa  CCaatthhoolliicc  ffaaiitthh  
bbyy  eennccoouurraaggiinngg  wwoonnddeerriinngg,,  qquueessttiioonniinngg,,  eexxpplloorriinngg,,  ddiissccoovveerriinngg  aanndd  rreefflleeccttiinngg  oonn  CChhrriisstt’’ss  
lliiffee,,  CCaatthhoolliicc  ttrraaddiittiioonn  aanndd  ccoonntteemmppoorraarryy  ssoocciiaall  aaccttiioonn..  SSttrroonngg  lliinnkkss  aarree  ffoorrggeedd  bbeettwweeeenn  tthhee  
sscchhooooll,,  ppaarriisshh  aanndd  wwiiddeerr  ccoommmmuunniittyy  ttoo  eennhhaannccee  aa  sseennssee  ooff  bbeelloonnggiinngg  ttoo  oouurr  CCaatthhoolliicc  
ccoommmmuunniittyy..    
  
EENNGGLLIISSHH  
  

TThhee  tteeaacchhiinngg  &&  lleeaarrnniinngg  ooff  EEnngglliisshh  iiss  aabboouutt  ssttuuddeennttss  bbeeccoommiinngg  pprrooffiicciieenntt,,  ccoonnffiiddeenntt  
rreeaaddeerrss,,  wwrriitteerrss,,  lliisstteenneerrss  aanndd  ssppeeaakkeerrss  ooff  tthhee  EEnngglliisshh  llaanngguuaaggee  ssoo  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  aarree  eeqquuiippppeedd  
aanndd  eemmppoowweerreedd  ttoo  ccoonnttrriibbuuttee  ccrriittiiccaallllyy  aanndd  ccrreeaattiivveellyy  ttoo  tthhee  llooccaall  aanndd  gglloobbaall  wwoorrlldd..  
  
MMAATTHHEEMMAATTIICCSS  
  

TThhee  tteeaacchhiinngg  &&  lleeaarrnniinngg  ooff  MMaatthheemmaattiiccss  iiss  aabboouutt  ssttuuddeennttss  ddeevveellooppiinngg  mmaatthheemmaattiiccaall  sskkiillllss  
aanndd  uunnddeerrssttaannddiinnggss  ffoorr  eevveerryyddaayy  lliiffee,,  wwoorrkk  aanndd  aass  aaccttiivvee,,  ccrriittiiccaall  cciittiizzeennss  iinn  aa  tteecchhnnoollooggiiccaall  
wwoorrlldd..  SSttuuddeennttss  wwiillll  bbee  pprroovviiddeedd  wwiitthh  ooppppoorrttuunniittiieess  ttoo  sseeee  ccoonnnneeccttiioonnss  bbeettwweeeenn  NNuummbbeerr  &&  
AAllggeebbrraa,,  MMeeaassuurreemmeenntt  &&  GGeeoommeettrryy  aanndd  tthhee  SSttaattiissttiiccss  &&  PPrroobbaabbiilliittyy  ddoommaaiinnss  aanndd  aappppllyy  
mmaatthheemmaattiiccaall  ccoonncceeppttss,,  sskkiillllss  aanndd  pprroocceesssseess  ttoo  ssoollvvee  pprroobblleemmss  iinn  MMaatthheemmaattiiccss  &&  ootthheerr  
ddiisscciipplliinneess  aanndd  ccoonntteexxttss..    
  
SSCCIIEENNCCEE  
  

TThhee  tteeaacchhiinngg  &&  lleeaarrnniinngg  ooff  SScciieennccee  iiss  aabboouutt  ssttuuddeennttss  ccoollllaabboorraattiivveellyy  eennggaaggiinngg  wwiitthh,,  
eexxpplloorriinngg  aanndd  mmaakkiinngg  sseennssee  ooff  tthhee  wwoorrlldd  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  PPhhyyssiiccaall,,  BBiioollooggiiccaall,,  CChheemmiiccaall  aanndd  
EEaarrtthh  &&  SSppaaccee  SScciieenncceess..  IItt  iiss  aallssoo  aabboouutt  tthhee  ddeevveellooppmmeenntt  ooff  sscciieennttiiffiicc  kknnoowwlleeddggee,,  
uunnddeerrssttaannddiinnggss  &&  sskkiillllss  ttoo  eexxpplloorree,,  iinnvveessttiiggaattee,,  mmaakkee  pprreeddiiccttiioonnss  &&  ssoollvvee  pprroobblleemmss  rreellaatteedd  
ttoo  llooccaall,,  nnaattiioonnaall  aanndd  gglloobbaall  iissssuueess..  
  
HHUUMMAANNIITTIIEESS  
  

TThhee  tteeaacchhiinngg  &&  lleeaarrnniinngg  ooff  HHuummaanniittiieess  iiss  aabboouutt  ssttuuddeennttss  eennggaaggiinngg  wwiitthh  &&  eexxpplloorriinngg  ‘‘CCiivviiccss  
&&  CCiittiizzeennsshhiipp’’,,  ‘‘EEccoonnoommiiccss  &&  BBuussiinneessss’’,,  ‘‘GGeeooggrraapphhyy’’    &&  ‘‘HHiissttoorryy’’..  
WWiitthh  ‘‘CCiivviiccss  aanndd  CCiittiizzeennsshhiipp,,’’  ssttuuddeennttss  eennggaaggee  wwiitthh    &&  eexxpplloorree  uunnddeerrssttaannddiinnggss  ooff  
GGoovveerrnnmmeenntt  aanndd  ddeemmooccrraaccyy,,  LLaawwss  &&  cciittiizzeennss,,  CCiittiizzeennsshhiipp,,  &&  ddiivveerrssiittyy  &&  iiddeennttiittyy..    
WWiitthh  ‘‘EEccoonnoommiiccss  &&  BBuussiinneessss’’,,  ssttuuddeennttss  eennggaaggee  wwiitthh  &&  eexxpplloorree  uunnddeerrssttaannddiinnggss  ooff  rreessoouurrccee  
aallllooccaattiioonn,,  ccoonnssuummeerr  &&  ffiinnaanncciiaall  lliitteerraaccyy,,  wwoorrkk,,  rreeaassoonniinngg  &&  iinntteerrpprreettaattiioonn  &&  bbeeiinngg  
eenntteerrpprriissiinngg..  
  
WWiitthh  ‘‘GGeeooggrraapphhyy’’,,  ssttuuddeennttss  eennggaaggee  wwiitthh  &&  eexxpplloorree  uunnddeerrssttaannddiinnggss  ooff  ccoonncceeppttss  ssuucchh  aass  ppllaaccee,,  
ssppaaccee,,  iinntteerrccoonnnneeccttiioonn,,  ssccaallee,,  cchhaannggee,,  eennvviirroonnmmeenntt    &&  ssuussttaaiinnaabbiilliittyy..  
WWiitthh  ‘‘HHiissttoorryy’’,,  ssttuuddeennttss  eennggaaggee  wwiitthh  &&  eexxpplloorree  uunnddeerrssttaannddiinnggss  ccoonncceeppttss  &&  sskkiillllss  ooff  
sseeqquueenncciinngg  cchhrroonnoollooggyy,,  uussiinngg  hhiissttoorriiccaall  ssoouurrcceess  aass  eevviiddeennccee,,  iiddeennttiiffyyiinngg  ccoonnttiinnuuiittyy  &&  
cchhaannggee,,  aannaallyyssiinngg  ccaauusseess  &&  eeffffeecctt  &&  ddeetteerrmmiinniinngg  hhiissttoorriiccaall  ssiiggnniiffiiccaannccee..  
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CURRICULUM  STATEMENTS (Cont.) 
 
TTEECCHHNNOOLLOOGGIIEESS  
  

TThhee  tteeaacchhiinngg  &&  lleeaarrnniinngg  ooff  TTeecchhnnoollooggiieess  iiss  aabboouutt  ssttuuddeennttss  eennggaaggiinngg  wwiitthh    &&  eexxpplloorriinngg  
DDiiggiittaall  &&  DDeessiiggnn  TTeecchhnnoollooggiieess  iinn  oorrddeerr  ttoo  aaccqquuiirree  &&  aappppllyy  ssppeecciiffiicc  wwaayyss  ooff  tthhiinnkkiinngg  aabboouutt  
pprroobblleemm  ssoollvviinngg  ttoo  ccrreeaattee  iinnnnoovvaattiivvee,,  ppuurrppoossee  --  ddeessiiggnneedd  ddiiggiittaall  ssoolluuttiioonnss..  
  
TTHHEE    AARRTTSS  
  

TThhee  tteeaacchhiinngg  &&  lleeaarrnniinngg  ooff  TThhee  AArrttss  iiss  aabboouutt  ssttuuddeennttss  eexxpplloorriinngg  VViissuuaall  AArrttss,,  DDaannccee,,  DDrraammaa,,  
MMuussiicc  &&  DDeessiiggnn  aass  eexxpprreessssiivvee,,  ccrreeaattiivvee  &&  ccoommmmuunniiccaattiivvee  ffoorrmmss  ttoo  eennggaaggee  tthheemm  iinn  ccrriittiiccaall  &&  
ccrreeaattiivvee  tthhiinnkkiinngg  &&  hheellpp  tthheemm  uunnddeerrssttaanndd  tthheemmsseellvveess    &&  tthhee  wwoorrlldd..  TThhee  AArrttss  eennccoouurraaggee  tthhee  
ddeevveellooppmmeenntt  ooff  sskkiillllss  &&  tthhee  eexxpplloorraattiioonn  ooff  tteecchhnnoollooggiieess,,  ffoorrmmss  &&  pprroocceesssseess  tthhrroouugghh  ssiinnggllee  
&&  mmuullttiimmooddaall  ffoorrmmss..  TThheeyy  ffuueell  tthhee  eexxpplloorraattiioonn  ooff  iiddeeaass  tthhaatt  ccrroossss  tthhee  ggaammuutt  ooff  hhuummaann  
eemmoottiioonnss  aanndd  mmooooddss  tthhrroouugghh  hhoolliissttiicc  lleeaarrnniinngg  uussiinngg  ccooggnniittiivvee,,  eemmoottiioonnaall,,  sseennssoorryy,,  
aaeesstthheettiicc,,  kkiinnaaeesstthheettiicc    &&  pphhyyssiiccaall  ffiieellddss..  
  
LLOOTTEE  --  AAUUSSLLAANN  
  

TThhee  tteeaacchhiinngg  &&  lleeaarrnniinngg  ooff  AAUUSSLLAANN  ((aass  aa  LLaanngguuaaggee  OOtthheerr  TThhaann  EEnngglliisshh)),,  iiss  aabboouutt  ssttuuddeennttss  
uunnddeerrssttaannddiinngg  tthhee  rroollee  ooff  llaanngguuaaggee  &&  ccuullttuurree  iinn  ccoommmmuunniiccaattiioonn..  EExxpplloorraattiioonn  ooff  AAUUSSLLAANN  
ddeevveellooppss  uunnddeerrssttaannddiinnggss  ooff  hhooww  ccuullttuurree  sshhaappeess    &&  eexxtteennddss  lleeaarrnneerrss’’  uunnddeerrssttaannddiinngg  ooff  
tthheemmsseellvveess,,  tthheeiirr  oowwnn  vvaalluueess,,  bbeelliieeffss,,  ccuullttuurree  &&  iiddeennttiittyy  iinn  an increasingly interconnected  &  
iinntteerrddeeppeennddeenntt  wwoorrlldd..  

  
HHEEAALLTTHH  &&  PPHHYYSSIICCAALL    EEDDUUCCAATTIIOONN  
  

TThhee  tteeaacchhiinngg  &&  lleeaarrnniinngg  ooff  HHeeaalltthh  &&  PPhhyyssiiccaall  EEdduuccaattiioonn  iiss  aabboouutt  tthhee  aaccqquuiissiittiioonn  ooff  
mmoovveemmeenntt  sskkiillllss,,  ccoonncceeppttss  &&  ssttrraatteeggiieess  ttoo  eennaabbllee  ssttuuddeennttss  ttoo  ccoonnffiiddeennttllyy,,  ccoommppeetteennttllyy  &&  
ccrreeaattiivveellyy  ppaarrttiicciippaattee  iinn  aa  rraannggee  ooff  pphhyyssiiccaall  aaccttiivviittiieess..  AAss  aa  ffoouunnddaattiioonn  ffoorr  lliiffeelloonngg  pphhyyssiiccaall  
aaccttiivviittyy  ppaarrttiicciippaattiioonn  &&  eennhhaanncceedd  ppeerrffoorrmmaannccee,,  ssttuuddeennttss  ddeevveelloopp  pprrooffiicciieennccyy  iinn  mmoovveemmeenntt  
sskkiillllss,,  pphhyyssiiccaall  aaccttiivviittiieess  &&  mmoovveemmeenntt  ccoonncceeppttss..  IInn  ddooiinngg  ssoo,,  tthheeyy  ddeevveelloopp  aann  aapppprreecciiaattiioonn  ooff  
tthhee  ssiiggnniiffiiccaannccee  ooff  pphhyyssiiccaall  aaccttiivviittyy,,  oouuttddoooorr  rreeccrreeaattiioonn  &&  ssppoorrtt  bbootthh  iinn  AAuussttrraalliiaann  ssoocciieettyy  &&  
gglloobbaallllyy..  
  
GGEENNEERRAALL    CCAAPPAABBIILLIITTIIEESS  
  

TThhee  tteeaacchhiinngg  &&  lleeaarrnniinngg  ooff  tthhee  GGeenneerraall  CCaappaabbiilliittiieess  iiss  aabboouutt  iinntteeggrraattiinngg  ‘‘CCrriittiiccaall  &&  CCrreeaattiivvee  
TThhiinnkkiinngg’’,,  ‘‘PPeerrssoonnaall  &&  SSoocciiaall  AAwwaarreenneessss’’,,  ‘‘IInntteerrccuullttuurraall  &&  ‘‘EEtthhiiccaall  UUnnddeerrssttaannddiinngg’’  aaccrroossss  tthhee  
bbrreeaaddtthh  ooff  ccuurrrriiccuulluumm  ooffffeerriinnggss  aatt  SStt..  MMaarrttiinn  ddee  PPoorrrreess,,  wwhheerree  iitt  iiss  rreelleevvaanntt  &&  aapppprroopprriiaattee..  
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OOTTHHEERR    PPRROOGGRRAAMM    FFEEAATTUURREESS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Literacy emphasis, particularly from Prep. – Yr. 2 
• Reading Recovery – Reading Intervention Program 
• Year 2 - Year 6 literature based reading program 
• ‘Buddy system’ for Prep students with Senior students 
• Library skilling 
• Information & Communications Technologies training in F - 6 
• Discipline and Pastoral Care Policy supported by Student Wellbeing 

Coordination 
• Swimming lessons for all Preps 
• Interschool Sport for Year 5/6s 
••  SScchhooooll  CCaammppss  ffoorr  aallll  YYeeaarrss  55//66ss  
••  SSppeecciiaalliisstt  PPhhyyssiiccaall  EEdduuccaattiioonn  pprrooggrraamm  
••  SSppeecciiaall  PPeerrcceeppttuuaall  MMoottoorr  PPrrooggrraamm  ffoorr  PPrreepp  ssttuuddeennttss  
••  SSppeecciiaalliisstt  VViissuuaall  AArrttss  aanndd  PPeerrffoorrmmiinngg  AArrttss  pprrooggrraamm  
••  SSppeecciiaalliisstt  LLOOTTEE  AAUUSSLLAANN  pprrooggrraamm  ffoorr    FF  ––  66  
••  SSppeecciiaall  oorraall  lliitteerraaccyy  pprrooggrraamm,,  iinnccoorrppoorraattiinngg  PPeerrffoorrmmiinngg  AArrttss,,  ffrroomm  PP  ––  66..  
••  SScchhooooll  CChhooiirr  ––  wwhhiicchh  ppeerrffoorrmmss  aatt  SScchhooooll  AAsssseemmbblliieess,,  SScchhooooll  MMaasssseess,,  KKeeiilloorr  

EEaasstt  RRSSLL,,  llooccaall  AAggeedd  CCaarree  ffaacciilliittiieess,,  llooccaall  SShhooppppiinngg  CCeennttrreess,,  ‘‘CCaarroollss  oonn  tthhee  
PPaarrkk’’  iinn  EEsssseennddoonn  

• Parent education – ‘Parent Helper’ course 
• Parent education – ‘Excursion Helper’ course 
• Before  & After School Care & Vacation Care – on site 
• Fortnightly School Assemblies led by our Year 5 and 6 School Leaders. 
• Annual Multi-cultural Festival on the school grounds 
• Active Parent & Friends Association and School Board 
• End-of-Year celebrations - Christmas Carols, Year  6 Mass & Supper 
• Year 5/6 leadership program 
• ‘Student Voice’ initiatives 
• Student engagement with various local & global communities such as : 

 ‘Clean Up Australia’ 
 KKeeiilloorr  EEaasstt  RRSSLL  ccoommmmeemmoorraattiioonnss 
 LLooccaall  AAggeedd  CCaarree  ffaacciilliittiieess 
 CCuullttuurraall  DDiivveerrssiittyy  QQuueesstt 
 Centacare Catholic Family Services 
 Caritas Australia – ‘Project Compassion’ 
 St. Vincent de Paul Society Victoria 
 Catholic Education Office – Annual Visual Arts Exhibition 
 Cancer Council Victoria Awards 
 Buckley District Sports Association 
 Victorian Schools Creative Writing Competition – ‘Mental Health 

Week’ 
 Catholic Education Week celebrations  
 National Reconciliation Week actions 

• Private music lessons available during the school day 
• Excursions and incursions related to the Inquiry being studied 
• School & parish sacramental preparation sessions for children & families 
• Parent partnerships developed via the School Advisory Board & Parents 

Association 
• Implementation of the National Student Wellbeing strategy – ‘Be You’ 
• Emphasis in being active as a ‘Sustainability’ school & community 



 18 

  STUDENT / PARENT  ORIENTATION  FOR  2024 

 
On the notified date above, the children can be taken directly to the Prep rooms. (See Map) 

Parents are not required to stay for the sessions, as morning tea will be provided by members of the 
Parents Association, in the Parent Room, for those who wish to wait at the school. 

 

NEW PARENTS & PARENTS OF 2024 PREPS ONLY 
 
 A ‘New Parents Orientation Evening’ will be held on Tuesday October 24th 2023 for all new 
parents to St. Martin de Porres in 2024. The Prep. teachers and Principal will provide new parents 
with general information about the school & specific information about how parents can ease the 
transition between Kinder/previous school & beginning at St. Martin de Porres. 

 
To ease transition for our new children in 2024, Prep. children will attend for full days on 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday until the end of February. Therefore, Wednesdays are not a 
school day for Prep children until March. However, Prep students will be rostered on some of 
these Wednesdays for further testing. 

 
On one of these Wednesdays in February, each Prep child will be timetabled to attend the 

school for testing of their literacy ability to assist & inform the Prep teachers in meeting the future 
learning needs of each student. 

 
 Prep children will then be ready for full time, five days per week schooling on the first 
Monday in March (5th) 2024.  
 

SCHOOL  TERM  DATES  2024 (Tentative) 
 

**  School Staff begin 2024 on Mon. January 29th & finish Fri. Dec. 20th  
 

** Yr. P-6 students officially begin 2024 on Wed. February 1st & finish on Wed. Dec. 18th   
 

TERM ONE -   Wed.  February 1st  –  Thurs.  March 28th    
 

TERM TWO -  Mon.  April 15th    –  Fri.  June 28th   
 

TERM THREE –  Mon.  July 15th   –  Fri.  September 20th  
 

TERM FOUR -  Tues.  October 7th   –  Wed.  December 18th  
 

 

 

 
PREP.  STUDENTS       YEAR 1 ~ 6 STUDENTS 

  
THURSDAY  NOVEMBER  16th   
                  OR 
FRIDAY  NOVEMBER  17th    FRIDAY  DECEMBER  8th   

9.30 - 11.00 am    9.30 - 11.00 am 
 

The ‘Uniform Shop’ will be open from 9.30 -11.00 am for Prep. Orientation, 
at the School Office 
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SCHOOL  FEE  POLICY  2023 
 
 

School  Family  Levy    Technology  (TL) Levy  Curriculum  Levy 
    
 

$$11,,995500  ppeerr  ffaammiillyy 
  

    

$$223300  ppeerr  ffaammiillyy  
  

$$551188  ppeerr  cchhiilldd  

PARENTS  PLEASE  NOTE :  
  

1. It is an expectation that families choose one of the six payment options listed below & that all levies be 
paid in full by Friday October 20th  2023. 
 

2. The Technology Levy contributes to the school’s commitment to provide the best, most up-to-date 
technological equipment for our students. This Levy will purchase Laptops, iPads, WiFi components, up-
graded servers and software for use by students and school staff.  
 

3. Families paying ‘Lump Sum’ receive a $50.00 discount off the total of the Family, Curriculum  
& Technology Levy (already discounted below) & must be paid in full by Fri.  Feb. 17th 2023. 

 

4. All other families decide which Option below (2, 3, 4, 5 or 6) to pay the total of Levies 
 

5. Payments can be made by cash, cheque, EFTPOS (at school office), credit card or direct debit. 
 

6. Camp Fees (Yr. 5/6) & Swimming Fees (Preps only) need to be paid within 30 days of when  
billing occurs. 
 

7. Option 6 below is a newly formalised category of fee paying, established in 2022. 
 

 

OOppttiioonn    11 
 

BByy    lluummpp    ssuumm  --  ppaayyaabbllee  ((ddiissccoouunntteedd  aammoouunntt  iinn  bblluuee  bbeellooww  ))  bbyy  FFrriiddaayy  FFeebbrruuaarryy  1177tthh  22002233..  
 

  FULL  FEES DISCOUNTED  FEES  
One  Child $  2,698 $  2,648  

*  Lump  sum  paid  in  
full  by  Friday  
February  17th 2023 
 

Two  Children $  3,216 $  3,166 
Three  Children $  3734 $  3,684 
Four  Children $  4,252 $  4202  
  

OOppttiioonn    22   
 

BByy  ccaasshh  oorr  cchheeqquuee  --  SSpplliitt  oovveerr    33    TTeerrmmss  
    

BByy  eenndd    ooff  TTeerrmm  11  
  

BByy    eenndd    ooff  TTeerrmm  22    
  

BByy    eenndd    TTeerrmm  33  
      

One  Child $ 1398 $ 650 $ 650 
Two  Children $ 1916 $ 650 $ 650 

Three  Children $ 2434 $ 650 $ 650 
Four  Children $ 2952 $ 650 $ 650 

  

OOppttiioonn    33 
 

••  Direct debits to begin Friday February 24th & to finish on Friday October 20th  2023.  
 

DDiirreecctt    DDeebbiitt    OOppttiioonnss 1188    FFoorrttnniigghhttllyy    PPaayymmeennttss 99    MMoonntthhllyy    PPaayymmeennttss  
  

One  Child  $  150 $  300 
Two  Children $  179 $  358 

Three  Children $  208 $  416 
Four  Children $  236 $  473 

  

OOppttiioonn    44 
 

EElleeccttrroonniicc  FFuunnddss    
TTrraannssffeerr  ttoo  SScchhooooll    

AAccccoouunntt  

OOppttiioonn  22  aammoouunnttss  aass  mmiinniimmuumm    bbyy  
eenndd  ooff  TTeerrmm  11,,  22  &&  33 

SScchhooooll  AAccccoouunntt    DDeettaaiillss    
BBSSBB  ~~  008833334477  AA//CC  NNoo..  ~~  552288992222115500  

  

OOppttiioonn    55  
 

CCrreeddiitt    CCaarrdd    OOppttiioonn  22  aammoouunnttss  aass  mmiinniimmuumm  ttoo  bbee  ppaaiidd  bbyy  eenndd  ooff  TTeerrmm  11,,  22  &&  33 
  

OOppttiioonn    66  ––  FFEEEE  CCOONNCCEESSSSIIOONN  
 

WWhheerree  oonnee  ppaarreenntt  iinn  aa  ffaammiillyy  iiss  tthhee  ffeeee  ppaayyeerr,,  aanndd  tthhaatt  ppaarreenntt  hhoollddss  aa  HHeeaalltthh  CCaarree  CCaarrdd,,  CCSSEEFF  eelliiggiibbiilliittyy,,  DDVVAA  
GGoolldd  CCaarrdd,,  IImmmmiiCCaarrdd  oorr  iiff  tthheeyy  hhaavvee  pprroovveenn,,  sseevveerree  ffiinnaanncciiaall  hhaarrddsshhiipp,,  tthheeyy  ccaann  ccoonnttaacctt  tthhee  SScchhooooll  PPrriinncciippaall,,  MMrr..  
WWiilllliiaammss,,  ttoo  aacccceessss  tthhee  FFeeee  CCoonncceessssiioonn  lliisstteedd  bbeellooww..  TThhee  FFeeee  CCoonncceessssiioonn  bbeellooww  aallssoo  aapppplliieess  wwhheerree  bbootthh  ppaarreennttss  
iinn  aa  ffaammiillyy  hhoolldd  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  aabboovvee  ccaarrddss..  
  

WWhheerree  ttwwoo  ppaarreennttss  iinn  aa  ffaammiillyy  sshhaarree  ffeeee  ppaayyiinngg,,  aanndd  oonnee  ppaarreenntt  hhoollddss  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  aabboovvee  lliisstteedd  ccaarrddss  aanndd  tthheerree  iiss  
pprroovveenn,,  sseevveerree  ffiinnaanncciiaall  hhaarrddsshhiipp,,  tthheenn  aa  ppaarrttiiaall  ccoonncceessssiioonn  ccaann  bbee  aapppplliieedd  ttoo  aa  ffaammiillyy’’ss  ttoottaall  sscchhooooll  ffeeeess  tthhaatt  
aarree  ppaayyaabbllee..  PPlleeaassee  ssppeeaakk  ttoo  MMrr..  WWiilllliiaammss..  
  

One  Child  : $820 p.a.  
($45.55 per fortnight) 

Two Children : $1256 p.a. 
($69.80 per fortnight) 

Three Children : $1,638 p.a. 
($91.00 per fortnight) 

Four Children : $2,038 p.a. 
($113.50 per fortnight) 

  

N.B. : Families eligible for this option must agree to pay the above fees via the school’s direct debit plan 
each fortnight or each month. 
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TTHHEE    FFIIRRSSTT    YYEEAARRSS    OOFF    SSCCHHOOOOLLIINNGG  
PPaarreennttss    aanndd    TTeeaacchheerrss    aass    PPaarrttnneerrss  

 

When a child first goes to school, there is great change for that child, and for his or her 
family. We believe that you, the child’s parents, are the most important link in the education chain. 
The following show that together, parents and teachers can make your child’s experience of school 
an excellent and enjoyable one. 

Often the hardest part is being away from the family and joining a new group of 20 - 30 other 
children.  Anything you can do now to help will make school a happier place for your child.  Here are 
some ways in which you can support and build on the classroom experience : 

 
1) Provide opportunities for shared language experience :   So many places to go ... the city, 

the zoo, the sea shore, art galleries, concerts ... So many things to do ... paint, make, cook, 
share and discuss. 

2) Provide opportunities for your child to spend some time away from the family :  This will 
help your child  become more independent and build self-confidence.  Why not arrange an 
overnight stay with Grandma, a friend or a relative?  

3) Encourage Questions :  Five and six-year olds are full of questions about why and how.  They 
may annoy from time to time, but such questions are at the heart of investigating, and 
therefore learning.  Listening to and answering these questions seriously will help your child 
remain an active and curious learner.  

4) Encourage Children to Discover for Themselves : We all have to learn to take responsibility 
for our own learning.  Young children are natural investigators.  Don’t always tell them all the 
answers, but do provide the means for them to find their own answers. 

5) Share Reading Experiences :  At five and six the bedtime story is as important as ever.  After 
the bedtime story, allow some quiet moments for reading in bed.   

6) Encourage Drawing and Writing at Home.   

7) Sometimes Scribe For Your Child.  Write down a story (statement) as your child tells it, then 
read it back several times.  Display the “story” for the whole family to share, on the wall, 
notice-board or ‘fridge. 

8) Put TV Viewing & Use of Other ‘Techno’ Games in its Proper Perspective :  Most children 
enjoy being entertained by TV and various computing activities, but they also need time for 
playing, reading, being out of doors, - time for doing lots of things.  Choose carefully what 
and how much your child is entertained by television and various other computing media. 

9) Ensure that Your Child Has a Sound Knowledge of the Route to and from School. 

10) Teach Your Child Basic Road Safety.   

11) Get to Know Your Child’s Teacher : The benefits of a positive relationship between teacher 
and parent are obvious.  Don’t hesitate to communicate with the teacher as you see the need 
- before confusion arises or problems develop. 

12) Support Children in What They Do at School. Display at home art and craft done at school, 
as well as stories written.  Help children find things to take for school activities or themes - 
make-and-do boxes, objects for the Science table, clothes and objects for dress up and 
imaginative play. 

13) Become a Parent Helper or Excursion Helper at School. When children see their parent 
helping at school or on excursions, they know you care - school is important. 

14) Join the School Advisory Board or Parents and Friends Association.  Again, when children 
see their parents helping at school to organise social events or to raise funds for resources, 
they know school is important and that you care about these things. 
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EENNRROOLLMMEENNTT    PPRROOCCEEDDUURREE  
 
After prospective parents have read the first 18 pages of this Prospectus and checked out St. 
Martin de Porres School website, they are encouraged to then…..  
 
1) Carefully read, understand and accept all relevant School Policy information for 2024. 

 
2) Complete the application form and compliance declarations. and return these with the 

appropriate birth, sacramental, health documentation by Friday April 28th 2023. 
 
3) Avail themselves of Open Days at St. Martin de Porres from mid February (February 13th 

2023). School tours will be available to all interested families on most school days of the 
year, between 9.30 – 11.00 am, 12.00 – 2.00 pm or 2.30 – 3.00 pm. 

 
4) Return all application forms to the School Office by Friday April 28th 2023 with a $200.00 

non-refundable application fee. Please note that $150.00 of this Fee will be reimbursed from 
the following first year of School Fees. 

 
5) Participate in an interview (parents & child) with the Principal and Parish Priest. These will be 

undertaken by mid-May. 
 
Immediately after close of enrolment : 
 
a. each application will be examined using the criteria in the Enrolment policy by the Principal 

& interviews planned. 
 
b. letters of acceptance are distributed to successful applicants. 
 
c. successful applicants shall formally accept or reject the offer of place by the specified 

date, normally two weeks after interview. If formal acceptance is not received in writing or  
via email by the school by the specified date, the enrolment application may be set aside and 
the next family on the waiting list offered that place. 

 
d. families who reject the offer of enrolment for any reason and then wish to be considered for 

enrolment at a later date, shall be considered a new enrolment & therefore shall not receive 
preferential treatment related to their previous enrolment application. 
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